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Continuity Rides Again

first published 21 December 2017

Well, another vear 1s pretly much history, Most ol ours here in the S1 Louds Scelion—ACS was overshadowed by larger cvenls on the stale, national, and global slages,
Bul we were able Lo sel thal aside [or Lhe Conlinuily Dinner on December 141h. Calé Napoli sel us up in a cozy room wilh a leslive view ol downlown Claylon throngh

large piclure windows.

Apps (the kind you cat), drinks (the kind you drink) and socializing (the kind vou ... well, vou get it by now) preceded the sit-down portion of the evening. Outgoing
bul-still-offcially-lhe Chair Natalie LaFranzo was delermined Lo gel Lhe business meeling behind us before the food arrived, and in a medal-worthy performance,

achieved her goal. Rah! (wink) Rah!

‘The salmon with fresh vegelables was delicious, and L heard no complaints [rom tablemales aboul the other main-course sclections, So down Lo the main business of
Conlinuily.

Three Salules Lo Execllenee were awarded Lhis year, Lo Jeramia Ory lor his work as liditor of the Chemieal
Bond, Will Itdley for ably amplifying the Chemistry is pHun message, and Eric Ressner for
wehmastering. Only Liric was in attendance, and | can tell you this: from where L sat, he looked startled,
deeply moved, and honored.

In long overdue recognition, Natalic announced
that Erie Bruton is the winner of the 2017
Distinguished Serviee Award, As is usually true with
long overdue recognitions, it's hard Lo summarize
all Lthal Erie has done [or the Seclion. Bulif vou
come to Recognition Night in the spring (when the
award is actually conferred), your'll get to hear some
of the gory delails.

The Scerel Speaker — the identity of the Lenry
Godl Memaonal Leclure 1s a closely guarded secrel
unlil s/he is revealed in the momenl — was (wail lor
it) Leah O'Brien, who did Tlenry’s memory proud
in (mostly) iambic pentameter. Below, her seript,

the not;tldr version of the Section’s year-in-review, LaFranzo.
Erie Brulon looks pleased: he is, or will be, Lhe 2017

Eric Ressner receives a Salule lo Excellence [rom Nalalie

‘T'he last order of business/ceremony/fun is the
passing of the book and gavel, symbols of the Chair,
to the new Chair for 2018, Benjamin Barth. The
new Chair-elect, Suzy Hartmann, was there to witness it all and to begin preparing for her own turn at the helm in 2019,

Dislinguished Service Award winner,

Until the passing of the book and gavel, this was the Chair

succession triumvirate: Ben, Joe, and Natalie,

Book and gavel: Natalie passes long to Ben.

Jim O’Bricn was our photo-journalist cxtraordinaire for this event. The pictures here arc a small sample of
whal wenl on, 1 this isn'l enough for you, there’s a whole album oul there for your viewing pleasure.

Suzv Hartmann enters the Chair succession as the 2018

Chair-elecl. Does she look like she's having [un yel?

Henry Godt Memorial Lecture
by Leah O'Bricn

Prologue 1
The Conlinuily Lhinner provides a lime
Taoreflect on our year’s workings as we dine.

Activilies our Henry Godl relold;

Relax, refill with Lea vour cup and saucer,

And please forgive my rhyme, for I'm no Chancer.

I'rologue 2 (From Canterbury Tales)
WHARN that Aprillc with his shoures sootc

The droghte of Marche hath perced to the roote,
And bathed every veyne in swich licour,

Of which vertu engendred is the flour;

Whan Zephirus cck with his sweete breeth

Leah O Bricn delivers the Henry Godt Memorial Lecture.

Inspired hath in every holl and heeth
The wendre croppes, and the vonge sonne

1athin the Ram his halve cours yvronne. .., N
i ' The summer solstice gave the longest day

Ihan longen folk to goon on pilgrimages..., wilh picnic brals and burgers on Lhe way.

‘Ihe hooly blistul martir tor to seke, Wilh horseshoes, cornhale, bean Loss, gnmes, and ball
That hem hath holpen whan that they were seeke.... A satisfying day was had by all.

The Chemist’s Tale The scetion offered two estecmed awards.

‘This Chemist didst in vear 16 rejoice The lecture, plaque and cheek were greal rewards
L'or Natalic would Iead with wit and voice; For celebraling rescarch, serviee, leaching,
Tolearn the job she had a year of Wil They showcased Chemisls with effect far reaching,
‘Then 17 cmerged as Captain roval. An active member who is well known 1o us,

With winter star of Venus leading bright Keith Stine did win the grand Award SL Lowis.
Our ship left port with plans and budgets tight Discoveries with nanoporons gold

She sel the Chemists' “pilgrimages” goal That wowed reviewers who this work extollec.

O inspiralional science [or one and all. From Kansas State with erystal engineering

Christer Aackeroy was most endearing.

I'his Chemist will nol publicly describe He carned the medal for our Midwest Award

e Janiiary meeting of the tribe; With chloride-bonded structures he'd explored,

But budget must be seribed to the cent

So parties are not soured with feelings bent. This Chemist knows Lhe “house-¢l” myth unlrue,
The jubilation of the hudgel done Lior all this work was done by folks, yes you.
Activities and learning had begun. It takes a league, a colerie, a group,

A crew to swab the deek and vet not droop,

I'he children and the youthful ones alike We do our chores und Lasks in amity

Our myriads of programs did delight;

Avording chemical calamily.
Lrom fun pH, to battles with burcts,

I'rom Kids-n-Chem, to teams at tournaments, Which brings me slraighl Lo science and a vear

I'rom Seicnec fairs to Scicnee Center demos, Where “news is fake” and “facts aven't true”, | fear;
To meril badges (or young, gals and fellows, Where “Green-House Gas™ is now a phrase verboten
From Jamborees and ouldoor seience quesls And “Climate Change” are words that can’t be spoken.
To oulings Lo find carcers that suil them best, Beware of those who [acls misrepresenl,

Wilh honors, Lrophies, ribbons, and dinners won Our chemistry and science to eircumvent.

We show the youth that science work is fun. . 2 .
Clean water, air, and soil we must defend

‘Troupes NMR and Mass Speelromelry Because our health on the environment depends.
To Chemisls ollered opporlunily 1t’s cheap emitting SOx's, but unfair,
With seminars and experts to present For I will state “ really love clean air!”

On knowledge fresh, ideas to nvent. . .
: . g Our vearly pilgrimage is nearly o’er.
With growing cotters from the vendors plenty i . .
I . . We sail our Captain’s ship back to the shore
Iheir spending thus scemoed magnificd by twenly. ) o
Lor Ben soon leads, his journey has hegun.

Aclivilies were ollered [or all ages, To Natalic and all 1 say WELL DONLE!
Improving Leadership for all life’s stages. Apologies [or deeds that Pve [orgol.
The Younger Chemists met a time or two “Goad Job! Greal Year! Good Night!” said Tenry GodL

And brought in members vigorous and new.
‘The Women Chemists mel and drank some beers,

Advice [rom chemisl-parlners with dual careers.

It's Dueling Banjoes Burets time again!

first published 29 Deeember 2017

SIU-LEdwardsville will once again host the annual Battle of the Burets, on Monday, Vebruary 12, 2018, [rom
G:00pm — 8:30pm in Science Wesl (New Scicnee Bldg), Room 3300,

'The annual Uiration face-oll open w teams of high school chemisiry students, kicks olf with registration and
prza al 6:00 pm, hands-on preliminary rounds of burel-wielding al 6:30, with the championship heal Lo

follow.

Each school may send up Lo lwo Lleams of Lwo studenls each. Each studenl will do three individual Llralions;

Lthe group score 1s Lhe sum of the scores lor Lhe leam.

Registration deadline is 4 pm on Thursday, Feb 1. If you are a high school chemistry teacher and you have not
received an email with registration information, please contact the coordinator by email or phone (below).

Student clothing must cover legs and feet, and splash goggles must be worn in the lah. Please park in the visitor
lot (pay lot, $1/hr); reimbursement is available upon request. Download a campus map here.

Questions? lease contact Kevin Tucker, phone 618.650.5868, or email kevtuckaisine.edu.

Three (count ‘em) Salutes to Excellence awarded
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...and one Qutstanding Service Award.
One of the outgoing Chair’s favorite purls of Conlinuily Night (sceond only o the actual oulgoing thing) 1s presenting awards and recognilions. Since
everyone who is involved with the Seetion is a volunteer, accolades are our only Biteoin,

Salutes to Excellence is a program of the national ACS “thal gives ACS members an opportunity Lo underscore outstanding necomplishments,
uchievements or service [or individuals who have made a positive impact on everyday life,” In our local Scelion incarnation of Salutes to Excellence,
we Lend Lo read Lhal posilive impacl as service Lo Lhe Seclion. This vear, three members were recognixed. The [ollowing cililions have bheen inseribed

on Lheir award plagques:

o In 2017, Jeramia Ory slepped inlo the role of edilor for our Local Seclion newsleller, The Chemical Bondd. Tis elforls have helped us conlinue
1o make our communication with Scetion members more efficient and impactful, adding immediate blog post capabilitics to our site. Jeramia’s teehnical
knowledge of WordPress and Mailchimp, and his commilment o an immense Lask that requires weekly (i not daily) allention, 1s greatly appreeiated by the
Scelion,

o liric Ressner has heen aclively managing our Seclion’s websile for many years. In 2012, he helped us ransilion Lo 4 new plalform, and is always open Lo ways Lo
make our communication with our membership more efficient and impactful. For many years, Fric has been the “voice” of the Section, with his witty comments
and writing style making even mundane news seem exciting. Eric recently helped train a new Newsletter editor (Jeramia Ory, also being recognized) and has
provided exceptional support and suceession planning. ‘The Section could truly not function without liric’s support.

o Will Ridley has taken on the impressive and important task of organizing the Scetion’s Chermistry is pHun outreach program sinec being trained in zoa 5. This
program has impressive reach during the academie vear 2010—2017; Will presented the “States of Matter” program 21 times in 12 clementary schools to 920
sceond grade students, The program also presenled a “Polymers are Marvelous Molecules” workshop as part of the Lxpanding Yowr Horizons Conference al Lthe St
Louis Communily College—Florissant Valley, The program continues W grow and conneel more local chemists with students Lo gel them excited aboul chemistey!

The Gutstanding Service Award is all us, with no prompling [rom national, It can be lough winnowing the deserving down o a single most deserving. This year, Erie
Bruton, pasl Chair, moving [oree behind Lhe Leadership Developmenl Forum, and sleadlastly “eain’l say no” guy when the Scelion asks, 1s the long overduc winner.
ATl he gol al Conlinuily Nighl was an announcemenl, nol even a crummy L-shirl. Bul he will officially receive his due, and you can hear aboul all Lhe things he didn’Lsay

no to, at Recognition Night in the spring.

We're here — did someone knock?
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It you’re reading this, thank vou. (Ycs, of course you're reading this; we know that.) Onc of the biggest arcas for
improvement we hear aboul [rom members is communication. Despile, you know, communicaling? So, thal’s
not you, and vou have a leg up on “thase people.”

Mavbe two legs, because vou'll no doubt be tamiliar with all the member services, public outreach, and
opportunities for networking that our local section offers. Here's a thought: how ‘bout getting involved
vourself? You would he amazed how weleome we ean make vou feel if vou decide yvouw'd like to contribute!

Where do your strengths or intercsts lic? We can surcly make good use of them, and you. Have a look at the org
chart bclow, pick an arca that speaks to you, and get in touch. Here are yvour front-line contacts for 2018:

Scction Chair: Benjamin Barth (if vou simply have no idea)

Scerctary: Henrv Kohrs

Treasurer: Jofl Cornclius

Awards Committee: bikhail Berezin (chemist recognition programs from primary school through
established professionals)

Education Committee: Susan Wicdiger (best for community outreach cvents)

Professional Activities Committee: Brenl Znosko (with Program, best lor member services)

Younger Chemists Committee: Tabbelha Bohae (lor carly-carcer chemisls ecamuraderic, nelwork building, carcer developmenl)
Program Committee: Dana Baum (wilth Professional Aclivilies, besl lor member services)

Publicity & 'ublic Relations Committee: Eric Hessner (wehsite, newsletter, fundraising)

Chair LaFranzo’s Outgoing Message
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As 2017 draws o a close, our Chair shares her thoughts on the year thal was.

1U's incredible how [ast ime [ies. 1 slarled my year as Chair wilh excilemenl and anlicipalion.., and I can’l
believe iUs over already! My perspeclive has changed o bil since | slarled the suceession — [ now recognize

this is only the beginning, a stepping stone to contributing and helping to grow our Seetion.

IU's cerlainly visible [rom Lhe oulside how aclive our Seclion is, bul one of Lhe besl parls of being Chair s
getting an intimate view of all the people and programs who make ns suceessful. I'm grateful for all those who
give their time and energy to provide the programa, activities, resourees, and awards that benefit 5o many
chemists and seientists in the St. Louis area. | can’t say enough how much your efforts are appreciated and
valued.

1 was also blown away by Lhe number of people who provided leedback during our Member Survey Lhis Fall.
l3ut, one of the most disappointing themes that stuck out to me was how many local chemists actually have
no idea what the St. Louis Section of the American Chemical Society can offer them.

Natalic Lalranzo

So, I'd like to help change that. Our eurrent approach has been to invite members to attend our monthly
Board of Directors meetings. Which — if you've never heen — are full of husiness and limited opportunities for
socializing, | think we can do better. We can offer more informal and convenient opportunities for local chemists to meet each other, interact, and learn more about the
ACS, In 2018 1 intend to organize monthly Cotice and Cocktails with Chemists — sponsored by the St. Louis Seetion ACS. We'll rotated days, times, venucs, cte. to
cnablc the most inclusive participation. | think this low-cost activity could be a great way to engage more of our members, cnable networking opportunities, and
perhaps reeruil some new members!

1 hope your'll consider joining us at one of these events in 2018. The January event has been scheduled for Wednesday Jannary 31 at 8 AM at Caté’ Ventana, near the
eampns of St. Lonis University. You'll tind this event, and future events (once planned) at the new Meetup Group here: https:/ fwww.meetup.com/ Coftee-and-
Cocltails-with-Chemists-ACS/

1f this time doesn’t work well for you, please feel free to drop a note in the Group suggesting future days/times,locations. Or, you're alwayvs welcome to email me
dircetly at nalatran@wustl.odu

Thanks again to all who made 2017 an outstanding vear tor our Section. Look forward to what 2018 will bring!
1lappy New Year!

Natalie Lalranzo, Ph1}
Immediate Past Chair, St. Louis Scetion ACS
Chair, Younger Chemists Committee, National ACS

... and Incoming Chair Barth has this to say
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Hello St Louis ACS Colleagues!

1lere at the end of 2017, it is 4 gnod time Lo look back al the accomplishments of the past year and Lo get
exeited about what is to come in 2018, In scrving as Chair-cleet aver the past year, it was awesome 1o sce all
the work done by our membership. We have a dynamic and engaged section that offers quality cvents and
programs Lhal are Lruly seeond o none,

So whal is 1o comein 20187 FirsUly, more of the same! Many of our colleagues are alrcady ollering exeellent
programs (und arc always looking for volunteers (o help with those programs). Cheek oul www.stlacs,org and
Lhe oulreach Lab [or some of Lhe specilics on whal is currently being ollered.

Many of you huve also come forward with new ideus for events and programs in 2018, Keep on the lookoul in
the Chemical Bond [or new and inleresling opporlunilies [or you Lo gel involved in Lhe seclion.

Chair-elect Ben Barth
1hope Lo conlinue our long tradition of aclive involvemenl in 2018. 1 wanl o make il as casy and clficienl as
passiblc for those in our seetion to find opportunitics that match their interests, Thanks to those of vou who
have worked so hard to establish these traditions in our section, and 1 look forward to this year in service as the Chair of vour section!

Sineercly,

Len Burth

STLACS Chair, 2018

Assislanl Professor, Chemislry
SL Lowis College of Pharmacy

Lenjamin.barth@@stlcop.edu

Board of Directors

St Louis Section—-ACS Board of Directors meets the second Thursday of each month, usually at the Glen Echo Country Club (map and driving
directions). Meetings are open to all members, and all are encouraged to attend. Elected officers and chairs of major committees vote on questions
put to the Board; others In attendance have voice but no vote.

If you want to attend for dinner, please contact the section Chair at least a week in advance. Usual cost of the dinner is $22 ($11 for post-docs and
unemployed members). Bar service and dessert are optional extras. Members wishing to become active in section activities are welcomed for their
first dinner as guests of the section,

Date:! Jan 11

Sacial hour, cash bar: 6:00 pm

Call to order: 6:30 pm (Board Meeting suspended during dinner service)
Future meetings: Feb 8, March 8

Saint Louis University
Seminars are generally on Fridays at 12 noon in Carlo Auditorium, Tegeler Hall, unless noted otherwise. Refreshments follow. For the most up-to-date
information, refer to the department’s seminar page or contact Brent Znosko, znoskob@slu.edu.

University of Missouri-St Louis

Mondays at 4 pm in 451 Benton Hall, unless otherwise specified. Refreshments 15 minutes prior to seminar time. For timely information on visiting
seminar speakers, contact the Chemistry Department, 314.516.5311, or visit the seminar schedule. The department has additional seminar series
which are also accessible from this page.

Washington University
Seminars are in McMillen 311 at 4 pm unless otherwise noted. For information, consult the departmental events page. Related seminars, including
endowed seminar series and the WU med school biochemistry series, are linked here as well.
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